FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Bucks County Planning Commission

Greetings, | hope this finds you
healthy and safe.

Our collective worlds have been
turned upside down with the
onset of the COVID-19
pandemic. We, as with all of our
County services, remain
committed to serving the communities of Bucks
County. BCPC departmental operations
continue via teleworking and we are here for
you. We understand that there may be impacts
to the timelines of land development approvals
and we are here to help you navigate them.

The BCPC, in cooperation with the
Commissioners, Health Department, and
Emergency Services, launched our COVID-19
response portal. The portal contains valuable
resources and updates on the pandemic, as well

as important information for our businesses.
The portal can be found here:

https://covid19-bucksgis.hub.arcgis.com/

This issue features the 2020 Census, for even in
these uncertain times, the Census officially
launches on April 1st. A complete count ensures
critical funding. More than ever, the need for
funding will be significant and wide spread.
Please do your part individually and collectively
to ensure a complete count.

As we navigate the next several weeks, please
be safe, and say a prayer for the doctors,
nurses, and first responders who will remain on
the front lines to keep us safe and healthy.

My door is always open and | may be reached
via email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org
or 215.345.3401.

Bucks Counts

The League of Women Voters of Bucks County
(LWVBC), is a nonpartisan civic organization
which encourages informed and active
participation in government. LWVCB, in
collaboration with the Bucks County
Opportunity Council, advocates for a complete
census count throughout Bucks Counts.

Bucks Counts is a coalition of non-profit and
other service organizations throughout Bucks
County, committed to achieving a complete
count in the 2020 Census. The purpose of
Bucks Counts is to educate and motivate all
Bucks County residents to respond to the 2020
Census. An emphasis is placed on reaching
those populations that are historically hard to
count—senior citizens, immigrants, the
disabled, and homeless populations.

Bucks Counts joins forces with local
governments, non-profits and other key
partners that are able to reach these target
populations. They work to dispel myths about

At 60 miles long, what served as a
transportation network for carrying
materials during the industrial
revolution?

the census and work to get information on the
importance of the census out to these
populations, ensuring that everyone in Bucks
County has a voice and gets counted.

To learn more about the 2020 Census or how
to participate in Bucks Counts, contact Monica
Weninger, LWVBC Acting President, at:
Iwvbucks2020census@gmail.com.

For important information and updates, “Like”
Bucks Counts on Facebook:
hwww.facebook.com/BucksCounts2020/

Bucks Counts

A 2020 Census Complete Count Initiative
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PLANNING INSIGHT
Census 2020

April 1, 2020, is Census Day, the United States

population count that occurs once every decade.

The goal is to count everyone once and in the
right place. These answers can only be used to
produce vital statistics; federal law protects
census responses, so resident data will always
be kept confidential.

The U.S. Census influences how $675 billion in
federal funding is distributed across the country
to support programs impacting housing,
education, transportation, employment, health
care, and public policy. The follow video explains
census facts and safety tips from the BCPC:
https://youtu.be/cJO4TFz6Chw

The 2020 Census is a civic responsibility that is
used to formulate congressional districts, and a
miscount would mean losing representation and
a voice in government. Additionally, responding
to the census determines how federal aid is
directed to Bucks County. The census impacts
funding the county receives from social
programs such as CDBG funding that supports
homeless interventions funds, public
infrastructure, creates affordable housing,
stimulates job creation, and sustains public
services.

The count is safe, secure, and your privacy is
protected. For more information, visit:
2020census.gov
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In 2019, the BCPC reviewed a total of 287
proposals submitted for subdivisions, land
developments, and municipal actions.
Additionally, we reviewed 46 sewage
planning modules and 6 major plan
updates.

In addition to our role as a review agency, the
BCPC offers fee-for-planning services to our
municipalities. In 2019, the BCPC was involved
with several community partnerships with
municipalities throughout the county.

Staff oversees the county’s Agricultural Land
Preservation Program, administers projects
under the Open Space program, and facilitates
the county's Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Collection program.

In 2019, the Bucks County Agricultural Program
preserved 624 acres, totaling 18,032 acres since
1989. Nearly 5,000 residents participated and
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nearly 350,000 pounds of materials were
collected during the county’s HHW events.

Our GIS efforts were also recognized in 2019
with two prestigious awards. The BCPC was
awarded a Special Achievement in GIS by ESRI.
We also received the 2019 Award for Projects,
Programs, and Practices from the Pennsylvania
Chapter of the American Planning Association.
In addition, our Maps and Data portal continues
to grow and evolve.

We hope our annual report is both informative
and serves as a glimpse of the year ahead and
the continued growth and progress we are
striving to achieve.
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Trivia Answer:

The Delaware Canal
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